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by Eric Halstead
Chopin's Concerto No 2 was composed in 1829-30, and was first performed on the 7th Feb 1830 at rehearsal with a small orchestra , to an audience made up exclusively of family and friends.  Chopin composed from the age of 7 and at 11 years old performed a piano concerto of Hummel in a Warsaw Salon .  By the time he was 13 he had performed in public the Ries Piano Concerto and the Concerto No 5 of John Field . Chopin wrote his two concertos at the age of 19-20.  He maintained that the major source of inspiration for the concertos was his first love, a Polish opera singer, Konstancja Gladkowska, although the piano concertos he played as a boy must have had a considerable influence on the composition of his own concertos. 
In a letter to a friend, Chopin wrote "For alas I already have my ideal whom I have served faithfully, though without as much as a word with her for the last half a year, who I dream of, for whom the adagio was composed in my concerto and also inspired the waltz I am now sending you. (Op 70 No 3 Posth.)"  During the period of his intense preoccupation with  the talented Konstancja Gladkowska, he revealed that the Romance of the 1st Concerto Op 11 was similarly inspired by her.  "It is rather romantic, peaceful, melancholic.  It should give the impression of a loving glance at a place which brings a thousand dear memories to mind.  It is a kind of reverie on a beautiful vernal night, by moonlight."  It is helpful to bear these words in mind to provide a better understanding when listening to performances of the concertos.

After hearing the Concerto No 2 at a private concert,the reviewer of the Warsaw Courier wrote :
· " The young Chopin outshines all the other pianists we have heard so far.  He is the Paganini of the Piano"  
· " Mr Chopin's works undeniably bear the mark of great genius: amongst his newest compositions we shall have a Concerto in F minor, which deserves to be ranked among the works of Europe's greatest musicians."  
After a concert on 22nd March 1830 when Chopin played the Concerto No 2 together with his Rondo a la Krakowiak Op 14, the reviewer stated 
·  "No ambiguity, no falsehood and not a bit of exaggeration [....] he is entirely devoted to the genius of music which he breathes and inspires [....] he is always new, fresh, in a word- inspired"
April 1836 saw the publication of the Concerto No 2. The previous youthful affection for Konstancja Gladkowska of 1829 was replaced by a dedication in the score to Defina Potocka. In his review of the work Robert Schumann expressed the view that Chopin had 
· inherited "the boldness of spirit" from Beethoven, "the expression of love" from Schubert, and "the dexterity of his fingers" from John Field.  He went on to state that Chopin was distinguished from the others by his " powerful and separate nationality"
 

After 1838 Chopin concentrated more and more exclusively on composition.  He hardly gave any public concerts.  He did make some exceptions but only at the request of close friends.  He confined his performances to private salons.  In fact, after 1838 Chopin never played his Piano Concertos again.
