Programme Notes 
Puzzle Preludes (1 to 5)

By Elizabeth Austin

Each of these Preludes center around a musical quote from the piano repertoire of the past, cited either directly or “bent” intentionally.  As the harmonic design weaves in and out of the quotational context, the listener is invited to guess the source of each quote.  

In creating ‘window panes’, that is the placing of one style or atmosphere adjacent to a contrasting style (or quotational point of reference), an associative web of ‘memories’ comes about.  What engages me is to so imbed tonal quotes in a pantonal fabric that what has sounded familiar becomes transformed into something regarded as foreign and invasive.  It is as though the body allows the cunning invader, wrapped in recognizable guise, to catch it off balance.  The musical ‘remembrance’ exists without expansion, but is made eccentric through this ‘adjacent pane’ technique.  My aim is for the contemporary sounding fabric to begin to sound ‘right’ to the listener and the tonal quote to sound oddly out of place.

